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Origin
Warren Wentworth 
School Commission

Warren Village School (left). 
Wentworth (above). 

Background:   Dottie Gove spearheaded this initiative believing that school enrollments were
down, property taxes were insurmountable in both towns, and knowing that the two schools were
within 3 miles of each other and already had several successfully shared school events/programs
including:
(i) Wentworth preschool students attending Warren preschool program,
(ii) Wentworth students invited to join Warren students in the last two drama productions, and
(iii) Warren students included in Wentworth’s basketball team.   

The above facts, coupled with knowing both schools were looking to hire and retain the highest
quality educators and staff with limited financial budgets, began individual discussions with
voters to see if there was an interest in forming a study commission.     Residents shared that
bringing the schools together had been talked about for at least 50 years and that it had never
come to fruition but seemed to make sense.   94 voters signed petitions for warrant articles
sharing a desire to put together a group of qualified individuals who would not have  a
preconceived bias and who would be open to listening, collecting data and rolling up their sleeves
to improve opportunities.   
  
The Warren Wentworth Study Commission was created as a result of petitioned warrant articles
being passed at both Warren and Wentworth’s town meetings in March of 2023.  The no cost to
taxpayer warrant articles were passed with the full support from both of the select boards and
school boards.  

The passed warrant articles were to: explore community interest voting to authorize a commission
to study the efficacy of combining programs and services, up to and including a merger, of Warren
and Wentworth schools.  The commission would consist of 3 individuals from Warren and 3 from
Wentworth.  1 appointment from each town was to be chosen by the respective selectboards, 1 by
the respective school boards, and 1 by the facility/staff of each school.    



Our
Mission
To study the efficacy of
combining programs
and services, up to and
including a merger, of
Warren and Wentworth
schools.  
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Note: The School Commission focused on levels Pre-Kindergarten through 8th grade. 



Maria Sanders,
Chair

Appointed by
Town of Warren

Select Board

Dorothy Gove

Appointed by
Warren School

Board

Christa Casey

Appointed by
Warren Village

School
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Team
Our

Laurie Melanson

Appointed by
Town of

Wentworth
Select Board

Devin Green

Appointed by
Wentworth
Elementary

School Board

Appointed by
Wentworth

Elementary School

Brenda Lester
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Stakeholders
Key

Key stakeholders include: 
Warren and Wentworth students, parents, and guardians
Warren Village School and Wentworth Elementary School
teachers and staff 
Warren and Wentworth property taxpayers.   
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Wentworth
Town Demographics

Wentworth’s current population for 2024 is 844. In
2023, the population was 849. In recent history, the
largest population was in 2019, with 966 people,
dropping to 845 in 2020. This anomaly may be
attributed to COVID or census reporting.
Population rates have been consistent since 2020. 

Wentworth’s racial and ethnic groups are largely
White (94.4%) followed by Hispanic (3.0%) and
Asian (1.67%).  

The median age for Wentworth’s population is 47.3
years young with a median income of $87,143.
According to census records, 10% of Wentworth
families live in poverty. For the 23-24 school year,
37% of Wentworth Elementary School’s K-8
students were eligible for Free or Reduced meals.
The K-12 state average for Free and Reduced meals
is 24%.

Sources: 
Cubit. (n.d.). New Hampshire Demographics. https://NewHampshire-demographics.com/ .
(n.d.). US Census Bureau. https://www.census.gov/ .
(n.d.). NH Department of Education. https://www.education.nh.gov/ .
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Warren
Town Demographics

The population for Warren in 2024 is 829 and
834 in 2023. In recent history, the largest
population in Warren was 936 in 2019, dropping
to 830 in 2020. This anomaly may be attributed
to COVID or census reporting. The population
has been consistent since 2020. Warren’s racial
and ethnic groups are White (92.5%), Hispanic
(5.2), and Two or more Groups (2.3%). 

The median age is 54 years young with a median
income of $ 51,087.

The rate of Warren families living in poverty is
10.5%. For the 23-24 school year, 39% of Warren
Village School’s PreK-8 students were eligible
for free or reduced meals. For the 24-25 school
year, 41% of Warren Village School’s PreK-8
students are eligible for free or reduced meals. 

Sources: 
Cubit. (n.d.). New Hampshire Demographics. https://NewHampshire-
demographics.com/ .
(n.d.). US Census Bureau. https://www.census.gov/ .
(n.d.). NH Department of Education. https://www.education.nh.gov/ .



Property Tax Information
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"Anything
woComprth
having takes
time."

Wentworth
Salaries- $379,310

Subs- $9,769
Special Education- $672,136

Special Ed Aids- $103,173
Counseling- $31,999

Nurse- $86,848
Principals- $83,830 

Co-curricular/Athletics- $10,264
Summer School- $0*

Speech Services- $38,758*
Psychological services-$ 6,616

Occupational Therapy- $25,002*
Operating building services- $121,808*

Grounds -$12,502
Transportation- $149,260*

Food Services- $26,000

*$1902 used for summer school in 2022-2023 actual budget.
*$69,950 planned for Speech Services in 2024-2025 budget.

*$14,433 planned for Occupational Therapy in 2024-2025 budget.
*$143,366 planned for Operating building services in 2024-2025 budget.

*153,169 planned for Transportation in 2024-2025 budget.

Warren
Salaries- $384,246**

Subs- $6,667**
Special Education- $132,272*

Special Ed Aids-$95,792**
Counseling-$36,682**

Nurse - $59,625**
Principals- $82,343**

Co-curricular/Athletics-$8,917*
Summer School- $5,317

Speech Services- $31,250
Guidance-$36,682*

Occupational Therapy- $4,650
Operating building services- $145,223*

Grounds- $2000*
Transportation- $160,860

Food Services- $26,111

**Salaries, Subs, Special Ed Aids, Counseling, Nurse, and Principals
budget amount from Town of Warren Annual Report FY2024 . 
*Special Education budgeted for $228,064 but used $241,723.

*Co-curricular budgeted for $8,917 but used $2,074.
*Guidance budgeted for $36,682 but used $34,885.

Occupational Therapy budgeted for $4,650 but used $9,136.
*Operating building services budgeted for $145,223 but used $155,710.

*Grounds budgeted for $2,000 but only used $788.

School Budgets
2023-2024 Adopted Budgets 

Comparative highlights from the two school budgets are noted below. For a comprehensive

view of each budget, see Appendix A, B, and C attached to this report. 
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Grade Warren Wentworth Both

PK 8   8

K 5 6 11

1 3 12 15

2 3 9 12

3 7 5 12

4 9 10 19

5 8 7 15

6 6 16 22

7 6 7 13

8 4 5 9

Total 59 77 136

School Demographics
December 2024

Building Capacity

Warren Wentworth

8  

Warren Wentworth

160 150



Average Teacher Salary

2022

$53,086

$47,577

$62,695

Wentworth

Warren Vil

State of NH

Student Enrollment over time

2022

68

67

135

Wentworth

Warren Vil

Combined 

2023

$54,085

$53,011

$63,925

2023

68

67

135

2024

$51,446

$59,548

$66,576

Dec 2024

77 

59 

136

Student Enrollment &
Average Teacher Salaries

2022 2023 2024

WVS 

WES 

State of NH 

State of NH

WES 

WVS

$0 $5,000 

$20,323 

$19,340 

$33, 217

$27,535 

$27,173 

$27,913 

$10,000 $15,000 $20,000

2022

$25,000 $30,000 $35,000 

2024 2023 

Cost Per Pupil

27,913

27, 535

19,340

27,173

33,217

20,323

Change

- $740

+ $5,602

+ $983

Data coming

soon from

Dept. of Ed.
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Math 

WVS 

WES 

State of NH

ELA (English Language Arts) 

WVS 

WES 

State of NH

2022

39%

48%

51%

2022

64%

43%

40%

2023

49%

47%

52%

2023

64%

37%

42%

2024

60%

51%

53%

2024

55%

35%

41%

70%

60%

50%

40%

30%

20%

10%

0%

70%

60%

50%

40%

30%

20%

10%

0%

WVS

WVS

2022

2022

WES 

2023 2024

WES 

2023 2024

State of NH

State of NH

Math Proficiency

English Languary Arts Proficiency 

Student Proficiency 

12

Source: 

(n.d.). NH Department of Education. https://www.education.nh.gov/.
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School Academics
Wentworth

English Language Arts
Into Reading K-5
Fundations (phonics) K-2
Novel Based using Curriculum
Standards 6-8
Vocabulary - Worldly Wise &
Vocabulary.com 6-8
Grammar 6-8 Into Reading Guidelines 
Grammar 6-8 Daily Grammar Lessons
Writing - Keys to Writing K-8
Heggerty Phonemic Awareness K-1

Math
K-8 Into Math

Science
District Guidelines using NextGen
Science Standards 
Mystery Science Support K-5

Social Studies
District Guidelines using Curriculum
Standards
Support through Khan Academy 6-8
Support through Discovery Education

Special Education/Title 1
GEODES, Flyleaf and other decodable
readers
AIMS Web
Uses a variety materials for Literacy
Math incorporates Do The Math

Assessments
AIMS Web Math and Reading 
SAS
Words Their Way - Spelling Inventory

Warren

English Language Arts
Units of Study in Reading, Writing and
Phonics K-8
Reading Eggs K-4
Spelling Mastery 1-8
Scholastic News K-4
Read Naturally(Intervention)
Soar to Success (Intervention)
Fundations (Intervention)
Reading Mastery (Intervention)

Math
Illustrative Math K-8
Mathseeds K-4
Zearn

Science
OpenSciEd 6-8
Mystery Science K-5
Generation Genius

Social Studies
McGraw Hill - Discovering Our Past 6-8 
District Guidelines using Curriculum
Standards K-5
Scholastic News K-5

Special Education/Title 1
Corrective Math
Connecting Math
Corrective Reading

Assessments
STAR Math and Reading
Dibels
Fountas and Pinnell
SAS
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School Activities
Warren

Winter Program

Waterville Valley

Top Gun

Band Lessons

Sport Clinics

School Musical* 

Destination Imagination

STEM After School Program 

School Dances

Yearbook

Student Council

8th Grade Class Trip

K-8 Field Trips

Wentworth

Winter Program 

Loon Mountain

PSU Ice Rink

Band/Band Lessons

Chorus

Basketball 5-8 (boys and

girls)*

Soccer (5-8) Coed*

After School Clubs

School Dances

Robotics

Yearbook

Student Council

8th Grade Class Trip

K-8 Field Trips

Warren & Wentworth Combined Activities

Basketball

Soccer

School Musical

School Dances

Student Council Food Drive for Warren/Wentworth Food Pantry

*Designates school hosting activity/event



NH School Funding Status
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NH School Funding Summary/Update September 2024

The State continues to fail to meet its constitutional obligation to fund public education,
leaving a significant gap in funding between what it contributes per student (about
$5,100), and the actual cost of education (over $20,000 per student). The difference is
downshifted unevenly to our local property taxes year after year, harming students and
residents in New Hampshire communities that are less able to raise funds. 

A lot has changed since the last state budget. Two more court rulings have come down
affirming that the State is acting unlawfully. In the ConVal case, the Court spoke in
explicit terms about the current low levels of funding for our public schools, writing that
while it is ultimately up to the legislature to determine the cost of base adequacy, it “can
be no less than $7,356.01 per pupil per year and the true cost is likely much higher than
that.” If the legislature adopted such a change, it could shift more of the responsibility for
funding public education to the State and reduce local property taxes. In the Rand case,
the Court established that it is unconstitutional for communities with higher property
value to retain their excess SWEPT.  

In 2023, citizens from across the state urged the legislature to pass a budget that 
(1) stopped the current downshifting of $2.7 billion per year from the State to taxpayers, 
(2) increased base adequacy aid to better reflect the actual costs of education and
provide ongoing funding, and 
(3) targeted long term funding equitably to districts with more need.  

Now, two years later, while some small steps have been taken, most of the deep
inequities in student opportunities and tax burden still exist.  We should not be paying
wildly different property tax rates because the legislature refuses to act. Our children's
access to an adequate education should not be driven largely by our property values.
Until the State takes action to comply with its constitutional responsibility to fund our
schools, the educational and economic development opportunities that come with good
schools and low taxes will not be available to everyone. 

As citizens, constituents, parents, students, taxpayers, and business owners, we are
calling on the legislature to develop an equitable and comprehensive school funding
solution that works for every community in New Hampshire.  Please use this state
budget to take our voices seriously and support a fair funding solution for every student
and taxpayer in New Hampshire. 

Source:
(n.d.). NH School Fair Funding Project. https://fairfundingnh.org/meet/about/.



Accept the status quo.  Continue to bring students together in some shared

activities such as dances, drama, and sports.   Continue with Wentworth

students being able to enroll in Pre-K at Warren Village School.  

Option 1

Option 2
Accept Option 1 and add further enrichment opportunities such as 

baseball, summer school, after school.

3=

Develop contracts for services between schools. i.e. including but not limited to

bussing, nursing, food services, itinerant services (speech, physical, occupational

therapies) art, music, guidance, physical education.

Option 3

Option 4
Contract for services between schools combining classes with PK - 5th grade in

one school and 6th - 8th in another school. While this may not reduce the number

of teaching staff needed it would likely reduce the number of multi class grades

and help with staff recruitment and retention. 

Option 5
Move forward with merging both schools bringing all students and staff into one

building with the receiving school charging an agreed upon tuition rate. 

Options to Move Forward
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Note: N.H. Rev. Stat. Section 194-C:2 regulates the organization, reorganization, withdrawal, or

merger of schools in New Hampshire. 



Appendix A 

Warren School District General Fund Revenue and

Expenditure Summary for FY 2023-2024
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Appendix B

Wentworth School District Adopted Budget for FY2023-2024
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Appendix C
Town of Warren Annual Report ending December 31, 2024
























